LIFE Program Mission

LIFE provides the student an opportunity
to create an individual life plan in an
authentic learning environment that
supports a partnership between the student,
community, family and educators. The
program is a resource to the school districts
and parents as they look for programming
that will meet the needs of students

that have completed their senior year in
high school; bridging the gap into active

participation in the adult world.

LIFE Program Vision

The program is committed to a partnership
between the school, student, family, and
community agencies. Relationships with
vital agencies that can support the student
beyond the public educational setting

will be developed. The outcome for each
student is preparation for the adult world
with a clear vision of what the future after
public school will look like. Before exiting
LIFE each student will have created a plan
for the future.

Program Description

The LIFE Program is designed for 18-21 year
old special needs students with disabilities
who have banked their diploma to continue
their education in the public school system.
The program will provide intense transition
experiences and training in real life settings
with ongoing assessments. The LIFE Program
is located in a house in the community and
follows a curriculum that focuses on the three
domains of transition: Post-secondary education,
employment and independent living.

Curriculum

Based on the AIU Framework for Independent
Living which is aligned with the Pennsylvania
Academic Standards. The following domains are

included:

* Home Living Skills

* Budgeting

e Safety & First Aide

* Community Living

* Vocational Opportunities

e Social Skills

Assessment

Students are assessed quarterly on progress

in each domain as well as on work attitudes,
behavior, occupational skills, work adjustments,
job skills, travel, independence, and employment
readiness.

Personnel

¢ Special Education Teacher
e Transition Consultant

e Travel Trainer

¢ Social Worker

¢ Job Coach

¢ Supervisor of Special Education

Advisory Board

Jessica Webster
Mt. Lebanon High School

Christopher Rodocker
Allegheny County DHS, Office of MR/DD

Terri L. Adams
Three Rivers Center for
Independent Living




What Makes This
Program Right for You?

Model programming meeting
the transition needs of
districts serving students 18-21
with result driven planning,
opportunities, and activities in a
community setting

Highly qualified personnel
Highly structured, research
based community program
Focus on individual student

outcomes, including employment,
education, and independent living

Travel training embedded
into the program

Job Coaching embedded
into the program

Outcomes that meet state

and federal requirements
of Indicator 13 and 14

Dr. Linda B. Hippert
Executive Director

Alan Friedman
Senior Program Director
Special Education

For more information contact:

Susan L. Grant
Supervisor
Career Development Program
(412) 394-5966
susan.grant@aiu3.net

a i
Allegheny Intermediate Unit

475 East Waterfront Drive * Homestead, PA 15120
(412) 394-5700 * www.aiu3.net
Produced by AIU Communcation Services, June 2010

The Allegheny Intermediate Unit is an equal opportunity education institution and will
not discriminate on the basis of race, color, national origin, ancestry, religion, sex, sexual
orientation, age, handicap, or limited English proficiency in its educational programs, services,
facilities, activities, or employment practices as required by Title IX of the 1972 Educational
Amendments, Title VI and VIl of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, as amended, Section 504
Regulations of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973, the Age Discrimination in Employment Act of
1975, Section 204 Regulations of the 1984 Carl D. Perkins Act, the Americans with Disabilities
Act, or any other applicable federal or state laws. Any person who believes that s/he has been
subjected to discrimination shall report all incidents of such conduct to Patricia Connolly,
Title VI/IX Compliance Officer, Allegheny Intermediate Unit, 475 East Waterfront Drive,
Homestead, PA 15120 (412) 394-5951 or Dr. Michael Brinkos, Director of Human Resources,
Allegheny Intermediate Unit, 475 East Waterfront Drive, Homestead, PA 15120 (412) 394-5957.

The LIFE Program:

Living:
Independence
For
Everyone

A program where 18-21 year old
students can progress to increased
levels of independence and become
active participants in all aspects of
their home and community.
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